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Foreword

is the very proper occasion for the publication of a History

of sorts, commenting on the beginnings and the founders,
the illustrious members over the years, the steadfast philosophy and
stated purpose of the club, and a characteristically modest record of
its accomplishments.

It needs to be stated that this volume is not the only published his-
tory of the Club. In 1926 a volume of 299 pages was published titled
History of the Chicago Literary Club, 1874-1924. I# covered the
period from 1874, the beginning year, to 1924. It was written and
produced by an eminent member, Frederick William Gookin, who
served as secretary of the Club from 1880 to 1920.

A second historical volume was published in 1947, titled History
of the Chicago Literary Club, 1924-1946, covering two more decades.
It was written and produced by Payson Sibley Wild, who followed
Gookin as secretary, and who served so for twenty-seven years, from
1920 to 1947.

As the Centennial approached, the Board of Directors prevailed
upon another secretary of the Club to undertake the planning, the
writing, and the production of a one-hundred-year history. This was
Walker B. Davis, who had served as secretary from 1954 to 1966. He
did the original planning and carried out the detailed and wearisome
research to produce the informative appendices which are a valuable
part of this volume. But when he moved to Tryon, North Carolina, he
found the distance from source material too great a handicap and
asked for relief.

Theodore G. Remer then accepted responsibility as Managing
Editor, with a small advisory commitiee consisting of Walker Davis,
Nathaniel Apter, and the Chairman of the Club’s Centennial Com-
mittee, ex officio. Remer spent about a year at the intriguing chore,
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did extensive research through the clud’s records housed in the New-
berry Library, and projected creative ideas for the History.

When illness blocked his continuance, in the early spring of 1973,
just a year before the anticipated publication date, the Centennial
Committee appointed an emergency Editorial Committee headed by
Herman H. Lackner, secretary of the Club, working closely with
Nathaniel Apter and Orville T. Bailey. The members of the Cen- p
tennial Committee acted in an advisory capacity and the President of
the Club for the Centennial Year, Cyril O. Houle, provided constant
support. Addis M. Osborne selected the illustrations. j

In a sense, this History is not a history. It is a reflection of the f
form of the club’s literary exercises, adopted a hundred years ago and
continued 1o the present time—the presentation of thoughtfully pre-
pared essays on subjects stimulating and interesting to the members. -

President Houle, in his inaugural paper delivered before the Club
on October 8, 1973, presented Montaigne as “The Founder”. He 1
stated: “I have called him the founder of this Club, since he created :
the literary form we use . ..”

This History then might well be dedicated to Montaigne, who did ‘
his writing three hundred years before we were conceived since it
is a series of essays rather than of historical chapters. Nevertheless,
it is dedicated to its editors and contributors who have produced this :
unique History of a hundred years well spent. !

T e

\

ArTHUR A. Baer
Chairman, Centennial Committee

CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE
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Ad Nostram Sodalitatem

A man might very easily be glum

When he has reached an age, say sixty-nine,

And looks ahead, beyond God’s cut-off line,

To Winter years that all too soon will come.

On these, our final laps, each sense grows numb,
Life loses fragrance, as an uncorked wine

Its memories of Autumn’s fruitful vine,

The Summer’s greening, and the wild bee’s hum.
But when we think of our dear Club-night friends,
And how they smooth the path we travel by,

We praise our Founding Fathers, every week

For Mondays, and for what this Club forefends—
The right to say here what we think and why—
Then calmly face our Winter’s rocky peak.

—Franklin C. Bing
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